
Creating a Sustainable Future

        The Urban  
 Endowment



Whether alumni, students, parents, faculty or staff, 
we’ve all been enriched by Urban’s unique learning 
environment. And we share a commitment to give 
back, to leave the school better than we found it.

Building a strong endowment is 
the best way to ensure that future 
generations benefit from Urban’s 
extraordinary teachers, outstanding 
programs and diverse community. 
Unlike tuition income or one-time 
gifts, an endowment provides a 
stable source of revenue for years 
to come. Just as investing in a 
child’s education early on reaps 
rewards throughout a lifetime, so 
the impact of every dollar invested 
in Urban’s endowment today will 
be multiplied as the endowment 
grows and generates income for 
the school.

Strong schools need strong 
endowments in order to thrive. 

While Urban currently meets or exceeds all bench-
marks of institutional strength relative to the most 
highly regarded schools in the country, our endow-
ment lags behind. That means the school relies 
heavily on tuition increases when costs rise, putting 
a greater burden on students and their families. 

“My years at Urban were the most 
positive years of education that I had 

in 20 years of schooling. What was 
communicated by the exceptional 

faculty was an excitement about  
learning and the joy of exploration, 

and as a research physician I am  
continuing that same process. The 

pleasure that I derive from my work 
right now reminds me of the excite-

ment I felt at Urban. I think it’s unusual 
to find a school where students  

regularly have that kind of stimula-
tion. In my teaching I try to convey the 
same kind of joy in learning that I first 

experienced at Urban.” 

JANE BURNS (’70) 
Wesleyan University (’74); University of 

North Carolina School of Medicine (’78); 
Professor and Chief, Pediatrics,  

University of California, San Diego

Why Endowment?
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That’s how many Urban alumni describe their time  
at the school. For more than four decades, our  
commitment to igniting a passion for learning in 
students has resulted in graduates that enter the world 
confident, creative, intellectually curious and ready  
to make an impact.

The benefits of an Urban education extend far beyond 
the individual student, the school or 
the Bay Area. Whether unraveling 
the mysteries of a rare childhood  
disease, managing a groundbreak-
ing civil rights law organization, or 
pushing new boundaries in music 
and the arts, Urban alumni are  
leaving their mark on the world.

To ensure that this tradition of  
excellence continues, Urban needs  
a healthy, robust endowment, which 
guarantees the school’s long-term 

sustainability. These targeted areas are essential to  
Urban’s future and central to our mission:

» Attracting and retaining an extraordinary faculty;

» Strengthening Urban’s outstanding academic and  
co-curricular program;

» Educating talented students from all backgrounds  
by ensuring a strong financial aid program.

“Urban introduced me to critical 
thought and personal expression. 

Where else could I have learned to 
develop film, interpret Greek classics, 

and write and produce youth televi-
sion? Or read One Hundred Years of 

Solitude – in Spanish? And still my 
teachers from Urban stay with me: 

patient, caring, intent upon cultivating 
my excellence, not only as a student 
and scholar, but as a human being.” 

REBECCA WALKER (’87) 
Yale (’92); Author

“A Life-Changing Experience” 

02    03THE URBAN ENDOWMENTTHE URBAN SCHOOL OF SAN FRANCISCO

Endowment:  A pool of  
invested funds that produces  
a significant and permanent  
flow of interest income  
beyond tuition revenue.



We all remember that one teacher. The one who identified 
talents in us we didn’t know were there, who encouraged 
us to tackle new challenges and supported us when we 
did. At Urban, we have many such teachers. They  

don’t just impart facts; Urban  
teachers empower students to  
become lifelong learners and  
responsible, engaged leaders in  
their communities.

Urban teachers have a depth of 
knowledge in their subject areas 
comparable to college instructors. 
They are passionate about teaching 
high school students and expert in 
the ways students learn.

Yet San Francisco, with its high cost 
of living, can be a challenging city in which to teach. A 
robust endowment will give Urban the financial stability 
to recruit exceptional teachers and offer them competitive 
salaries that meet their needs and reward their expertise. 
And it will allow us to provide our faculty with the  
highest quality professional development, so they can 
continue to perfect their craft for the benefit of current 
and future students.

“We [created the Urban Faculty  
Professional Growth Fund] in the hope 

of beginning a tradition of faculty 
support as part of Urban’s endow-

ment. We wanted to do something for 
teachers that would make the most 
difference, such as giving them the 

opportunity to be inspired and keep 
them excited to teach. We thought 

that if we can reinforce their growth, 
the benefits will manifest themselves 

in the classroom.”

GIGI COE AND MICHAEL GARLAND,  
Parents of Michael Garland (’07)

Investing in Teachers
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“Urban has taught me to become  
an independent, self-motivated  
student. The teachers at Urban  
encourage and even push students  
to discover their own education – to 
truly take responsibility, to ask  
questions, seek answers, engage in 
discussion and interact with peers.”

AUGUST FISCHER (’10)



Ask students what they most appreciate about Urban 
and they’ll likely mention a specific program that 
touched their lives and got them excited about learn-

ing. It might be the Advanced 
Environmental Studies field trip 
that sparked curiosity about global 
sustainability or participation 
on a sports team that inspired a 
student to see herself as an athlete 
for the first time. 

Whatever their passions, our  
students respond to Urban’s rich 
and varied course offerings and 
co-curricular program, which  
educate the whole student.  
A significant endowment will  

allow Urban to sustain its existing outstanding  
programs, while continuing the innovation that 
makes Urban a leader among independent schools.

ACADEMICS

Urban will build on its pioneering curriculum  
that currently includes such innovations as block 
scheduling, a nationally renowned community  
service program and a 1:1 laptop program —  
now widely copied around the country.

“Both in the classroom and through 
service learning, Urban engaged 

my notions of equality and justice 
by teaching me to identify the gaps 

within society that exist to impede 
the fruition of these ideals. Urban 
equipped me with the knowledge 

to fill these gaps through academic 
exploration, community outreach  

and service to others.” 

WILLIE MOSES (’02);  
Duke University (’06); Medical Student, 

University of California, San Francisco

Strengthening  
Innovative Programs
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ARTS

Urban will continue to make the arts a central part of its education, 
instilling creativity and self-confidence, and giving our students  
opportunities to explore their world through music, theater and art.

ATHLETICS AND CO-CURRICULAR PROGRAM

Urban will continue to provide its students with opportunities for 
teamwork, leadership and personal initiative through myriad oppor-
tunities beyond the classroom, including athletics, outdoor and class 
trips, and numerous clubs, organizations and student government.
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It’s a fundamental conviction we all share: that  
any young person, regardless of their background  
or financial circumstances, has the opportunity to  
receive a quality education and make a difference  
in the world. 

For decades, The Urban School has helped to fulfill 
that vision by providing an education to students of 
all economic backgrounds. In every classroom at Urban, 
you’ll find students sitting side-by-side with peers who 
are very different from themselves, exchanging ideas 
and learning from each other’s experiences. A diverse 

student body nourishes the spirit of 
inquiry that is the hallmark of an 
Urban education, and prepares all 
students to thrive in today’s complex, 
interdependent world.

Sustaining Urban’s tradition of 
accessibility will depend on the 
strength of our endowment. As  
our endowment grows, it will  
provide a steady stream of income  
to fund scholarships and reduce our 
dependence on significant tuition 
increases. Our goals are to attract 
bright, talented students from all 
backgrounds and to make an Urban 
education accessible to a broader 
range of families.

“Urban introduced me to a new life of 
ideas, the city and surrounding areas. 
The school introduced me to peers I 

never would have known; students of 
other races, students who lived in other 

neighborhoods, in different economic 
circumstances (both high and low). I've 

remained close with people who are dif-
ferent from me, thanks to Urban. That's 

the difference between giving lip service 
to diversity and actually achieving it.” 

KATE JESSUP ('95) 
Barnard College ('99) 

Graduate School of Journalism,  
University of California, Berkeley ('04)

Opening Doors to Students

INVEST IN URBAN 

The Urban School is a special place: a place where each student finds 
his or her unique path to knowledge with the guidance of some of the 
best teachers in the country. It is a place where academic rigor meets 
social responsibility. A place where students acquire the technological 
savvy, creativity and leadership skills they need to thrive in the 21st 
century. Join us in creating a sustainable future for The Urban School.



Mission Statement 

The Urban School of San Francisco seeks to ignite a passion for  
learning, inspiring its students to become self-motivated, enthusiastic  
participants in their education—both in high school and beyond. 

THE URBAN SCHOOL  
OF SAN FRANCISCO

1563 Page Street
San Francisco, CA 94117
415 626 2919

info@urbanschool.org
www.urbanschool.org



There are many ways to support the long-term financial  
sustainability of The Urban School through endowment.  
Commitments can be established to reflect the donor’s  
interests, and structured as multi-year pledges, named  
endowment funds and planned gifts.

UNRESTRICTED ENDOWMENT

Unrestricted gifts to Urban are particularly valuable because  
they allow the school to allocate funds to the most pressing  
needs and the greatest opportunities at any particular time.

» Family Advised Fund (gifts of $500,000+) 

» Named Unrestricted Endowment Fund (gifts of $100,000+) 

» Class Fund 

» General Endowment  

ACCESSIBILITY

Contributions restricted to endowing financial aid, supporting 
bright, talented students who would not otherwise have the  
financial resources to attend Urban.

» Named Scholarship Fund (gifts of $100,000+) 

» Urban Accessibility Fund 

Ways to Endow the Urban School
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FACULTY AND PROGRAM SUPPORT

Contributions restricted to support faculty compensation or  
development, academic programs or co-curricular programs. 

» Named Department Chair (gifts of $1,000,000+)

» Named Faculty Support Fund (gifts of $250,000+) 

» Named Program Support Fund (gifts of $250,000+)

» Urban Faculty Professional Growth Fund 

FACILITIES EXPANSION

Contributions for the purpose of investing in future facilities  
expansion. Pending the use of these funds for future facilities, Urban 
treats these funds as endowment and has the ability to accumulate 
the income generated by the funds to increase resources available  
for facilities expansion or to apply this income for general  
operating needs.

Ways to Endow the Urban School, cont’d.
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