
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Reading 2010 
 
One of our primary goals at Urban is to encourage and support learning outside of the classroom. To 
this end, we expect that you will read during extended school breaks. Here are some titles 
recommended by Urban faculty and staff. The books are available in bookstores and in local libraries. 
You should plan to read at least two of these books this summer. 
 
FICTION 
 
Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell 
A novel of six interlinked narratives from different perspectives, settings and genres, Cloud Atlas is an 
incredibly engaging (and artful!) read for those who appreciate non-linear narrative structures. 
(Recommended for rising juniors and seniors) 
Tilda Kapuya, English Department Chair 
You might like this if you like books by Italo Calvino and Zadie Smith 
 
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
Before there was SAW I, II or VI or A Nightmare on Elm Street, Mary Shelley sat down and penned this 
ghastly tale that involves one loving, yet infuriated (-like) zombie. This tale gets at the heart of human 
relations and asks one fundamental question: What does it really mean to be a human? 
Clarke Weatherspoon, History 
You might like this if you like books by H.G. Wells and Isaac Asimov 
 
East of Eden by John Steinbeck 
This epic novel spanning three generations and two families is a classic tale of sibling rivalry and good 
vs. evil. Steinbeck called it a biography of the Salinas Valley. He also said  “All novels, all poetry, are 
built on the never-ending contest in ourselves of good and evil.” 
Sarah Clowes, Science 
You might like this if you like books by E.L. Doctorow and Edward P. Jones 
 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer 
Foer’s second novel examines the life of Oskar, a precocious nine-year-old looking for answers 
surrounding his father’s September 11 death. This is a moving book with a “powerful conclusion that 
will make even the most jaded hearts fall” (School Library Journal).    
Margot Shou, Math 
You might like this if you like books by Jonathan Franzen and Dave Eggers 
 
Mississippi Trial, 1955 by Chris Crowe
This work of fiction weaves in the story of a white boy visiting the South with the true story of Emmett 
Till, an African American boy killed in 1955.  His murder is often considered to be a turning point in 
the Civil rights Movement. (Recommended for rising freshmen and sophomores)
Debbie Samake, History 
You might like this if you like books by Harper Lee and Marcus Zusak 



Cry the Beloved Country by Alan Paton 
I loved this book for the beauty of the language, the universal human themes that it deals with, and 
the author's snapshot of a tumultuous time just before apartheid became law in 1940s South Africa. It 
is the story of two men who are dealing with personal tragedy in the face of racial tension, changing 
politics, and the wisdom of life experience. The author captures the taste, touch and feel of the 
landscape of this beautiful country and the complexity of its people and cultures. Although it is written 
about South Africa in 1940, the themes relate to so many societies in which a dominant group is trying 
to hold tight to power.   
Susan Lee, Director of College Counseling 
You might like this if you like books by Chinua Achebe, J.M. Coetze and Nadine Gordimer 
 
The Mists of Avalon by Marion Zimmer Bradley 
A long, absorbing, exceedingly well-written adventure and romance story that will gratify your longing 
for escape to another world and plunge you into the midst of Arthurian England and France. You can 
go with your heart and follow the love affairs, the feuds, the hopes and dreams of key characters, or 
with your mind and revel in close observation of life and politics in the provinces of the late Roman 
empire and tribal/clan warfare in 6th century England. Even better, you can allow your imagination to 
feed avidly on the magic and mystery that sustain the Arthurian legends. 
Suzanne Forrest, Assistant Dean for Academics 
You might like this if you liked the Red Tent or books by J.R.R. Tolkien and Philip Pullman 
 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe 
This anti-slave novel galvanized the abolitionist American public when it was published in 1852 and 
became the best selling novel of that century. May be of special interest to students who have taken or 
will take the Civil War history class. 
Rebecca Shapiro, History Department Chair 
You might like this if you like books by Frederick Douglass and Mark Twain 
 
Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel 
You will literally eat this story up!  A celebration of food, love and family, Esquivel’s compelling foray 
into magical realism is sure to capture your attention. If you like cooking, each chapter begins with a 
delectable recipe. 
Sarah Levin, Librarian 
You might like this if you like books by Isabel Allende, Gabriel Garcia Marquez and Joanne Harris 
 

 
Non-Fiction 
 
The Big Sort: Why the Clustering of Like-Minded America is Tearing Us Apart by Bill Bishop 
On the internet and in real life, people with the means to do so are increasingly choosing to join 
communities that look, dress, act and think just like them. This book explores the resulting 
polarization and breakdown of our political discourse. From the level of red and blue states to San 
Francisco and all the way zoomed in to Urban, this book is an interesting look at the community a few 
miles away that you're not talking to you and why that matters.  
Sasha Laundy, Science 
You might like this if you liked Nickel and Dimed or books by Malcolm Gladwell 
 
River of Shadows: Eadweard Muybridge and the Technological Wild West by Rebecca Solnit 
Solnit connects how post-Civil War California led directly to the two industries – Hollywood and 



Silicon Valley – that have most powerfully influenced contemporary life.  I like to think about 
time...Solnit ponders on the invention of trains and photography, both of which have drastically 
shifted our sense of time and place. She has a wonderfully poetic way of talking about concrete and 
abstract things at the same time.   
Kelli Yon, Photography 
You might like this if you liked Cadillac Desert or books by Susan Sontag 
 
A Bad Woman Feeling Good: Blues and the Women Who Sing Them by Buzzy Jackson 
Jackson chronicles the lives, inner struggles, historical significance and revolutionary music of female 
blues artists, like Billie Holliday, Etta James and Janis Joplin. What did it mean to be a “bad woman” 
in blues culture, living and performing in ways that tested the limits of permissible behavior? 
Joe Kye, English Fellow 
You might like this if you liked Strange Fruit or books by Wynton Marsalis 
 
Among the Thugs by Bill Buford 
Bill Buford (New Yorker and Granta Magazines) goes under cover to report on the frightening and 
hilarious antics of soccer hooligans. 
Dan Matz, History and 11th & 12th Grade Dean 
You might like this if you liked How Soccer Explains the World or books by Nick Hornby 
 
When I Was Elena by Ellen Urbani Hiltebrand  
Are you curious about what life is like for a woman in the Peace Corps or as a female in 
Guatemala?  If so, When I Was Elena is a must read for you. She shares about the connections 
she makes with other women she encounters on her journey including young girls, teachers, 
older women and fellow volunteers in rural Guatemala. In addition to sharing about the lives of 
these women, the story is told from their perspective in the first person. This helps the reader 
to better understand cultural ideas, norms, ways of thinking and how they are similar and 
different for Elena and the women she meets. As a returned Peace Corps Volunteer from 
Guatemala, I feel that Hiltebrand's account of life in Guatemala is accurate and captures the 
essence of daily life in Guatemala as well as the joys and tragedies that come along with being 
a volunteer there.   
Meredith Oram, Spanish 
You might like this if you liked Three Cups of Tea or books by Tracy Kidder 
 
Stitches: a memoir by David Small 
David Small confronts his troubled childhood with eerie, dreamlike illustrations in this graphic novel. 
Forced to deal with the life-changing repercussions of a supposedly harmless childhood operation, 
Small’s story will leave you stunned and hopeful. 
Sarah Levin, Librarian 
You might like this if you liked Glass Castle, Maus or Persepolis 
 
The Last Amateurs: Playing for Glory and Honor in Division I College Basketball by John Feinstein 
This follows a season of men’s basketball in the Patriot League, which consists of small liberal arts 
colleges where academics are a priority. Gives the reader a great sense of what a true student athlete 
looks like. 
Greg Angilly, Athletics Director 
You might like this if you liked Friday Night Lights 


