
2013 Summer Reading List 
 

One of our primary goals at Urban is to encourage and support learning outside of the classroom. To this end, we 
expect that you will read during school breaks. Here are some titles recommended by Urban faculty. The books 
are available in bookstores and in local libraries, including the Urban Herbst Library. You should plan to read at 
least 2 of these books, and we encourage you to read the all-school read, The Maltese Falcon. 
 
This year we are incorporating a contest into the summer reading list! Instructions for this treasure hunt will be 
available on the library website. Books included in the treasure hunt are highlighted in the list below. 
 
All-School Read 
The Maltese Falcon by Dashiell Hammett 
This page-turner will take you to 1940s San Francisco, down moonlit, fog-filled alleys as Sam Spade, private 
detective, tries to find out if his partner’s murder is connected to a new client or the mysterious Maltese Falcon. 
In the fall we will watch a film version of the novel and celebrate noir pulp fiction. 
 
Fiction 
Black Swan Green by David Mitchell 
While this book owes a great deal to Catcher in the Rye, it is a new take on the highs and lows of high school that is 
more likely to feel familiar to readers today. Crushes, insecurity, conflict, divorce, and England in the 1980s come 
together to make for a book you'll want to pass along to your friends. Amanda Moore, English 
 
The Left Hand of Darkness by Ursula K. leGuin 
The Left Hand of Darkness is a captivating sci-fi novel that presents a world called Winter, where beings similar to 
ourselves have no gender. The story follows a foreigner from another world, a man, and examines the perspective of a 
man so aware of his gender in a world without any. Recommended by the Library Leaders 
 
Swamplandia! by Karen Russell *recommended for 11th & 12 th grades* 
Part ghost story, part crocodile circus, part adventure yarn, this novel is told in the voice of a smart and savvy 
teenager who tries to save her family from financial and psychological ruin. Set amidst the clashing battlefield that pits 
the swamps against Disney theme parks, Swamplandia! is moving, funny, and heartbreaking. Courtney Rein, English 
 
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle 
L’Engle’s beloved story follows a group of children in search of their father across the vastness of space and time. Rich 
scientific and religious themes, a female protagonist in a science fiction novel, and a deeply emotional storyline merit a 
first read or a re-read of this classic. Recommended by the Library Leaders 
 
Caucasia by Danzy Senna 
An absorbing novel about two close sisters (they’ve created a private language!) growing up bi-racial in the U.S.: Birdie 
appears to be white, while Cole does not. The story follows Birdie on her journey with her activist mother and tells how 
race influenced her life and the dual identities she held. Amy Argenal, Service Learning 
 
The Curfew by Jesse Ball 
I don't usually cry when reading books, but I did when I reached the end of The Curfew. A father and his deaf daughter 
live in a totalitarian, dystopic future, but manage to show their love for one another while also giving glimpses of their 
unexpected familial past. Geoff Ruth, 11th/12th Dean & Science 
 
The Plague by Albert Camus 
Although not exactly a "light" read (but also not too long!), The Plague is a cool riff on the human condition, destiny, 
and absurdity. Read if you are into: mass disease, double entendre, a couple pages at a time, existentialism, postwar 
philosophy, North Africa, thinking about what it is to be on the planet. Riley Maddox, Math 
 
11/22/63 by Stephen King 
I’ve stayed away from Stephen King most of my life because A) horror movies make me cry and B) there's no way a 
horror book could be any better. This non-horror novel, however, is an absolute page-turner. Suspense, romance, 
humor, and a journey to try to stop JFK's assassination definitely make this book worth a read. Mary Murphy, Science 
 



The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 
Follow Santiago, a boy who dreams of a distant treasure in the Egyptian pyramids. And so he's off: leaving Spain to 
literally follow his dream. The Alchemist is a quick, simple, and awesome fable. Danny Cordoza, Spanish 
 
Graphic Novel 
Metamorphosis by Peter Kuper and Franz Kafka 
This is a perfect visual adaptation of Kafka’s classic absurdist novel. Not only does it give the original justice, but also 
it stands on its own with thoughtful imagery which supports the existential mood of the story. Sarah Levin, Librarian 
 
Short Stories 
This is How You Lose Her by Junot Díaz   *recommended for 11th & 12 th grades* 
These stories are about the power of love – obsessive, illicit, fading, or maternal love. In prose that is energetic, 
inventive, and funny, these stories lay bare the longing and weakness of the human heart. Steve Speier, Spanish 
 
Nine Stories by J.D. Salinger 
I really admire how each of Salinger's Nine Stories explore similar themes - love, loneliness, how to deal with pain in the 
world - in different ways, using different symbols. Each one is a small masterpiece, ripe for exploration, and open to 
interpretation. Matt Medeiros, Science 
 
Sports 
Open by Andre Agassi 
One of the best tennis players of all time reveals the pain that accompanied his achievements. Andre Agassi went pro 
when he was sixteen, but hated tennis. He faced a demanding father, broken body, drugs, and thousands of 
tournaments before he found peace within himself. Laurie Williams, Learning Support Specialist  
 
Fenway 1912 by Glenn Stout 
If you LOVE baseball, Fenway 1912 is a MUST READ. Fenway 1912 celebrates all things Fenway Park, a historical 
stadium in Boston home to the Red Sox. Learn the who, what, when, where and why of one of the oldest, smallest and 
most unique baseball stadiums in America. Greg Angilly, Director of Athletics 
 
History 
Swerve: How the World Became Modern by Stephen Greenblatt 
The 2000 year-old poem "On the Nature of Things” by Lucretius is a celebration of the virtues of the life well lived. 
However(!): the poem had been lost (and suppressed) for hundreds of years when an itinerant monk and bookworm 
came across a moldering copy in a remote German monastery. The "swerve" of the title reflects Lucretius’ influence on 
our notions of what it means to be “modern” – a fun and fascinating story about the influence of precocious poets and 
philosophers who had been lost to us and whose recovery reverberates in modern thought and science. Jonathan 
Howland, Dean of Academics & English 
 
The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration by Isabel Wilkerson  
This is an excellent heartfelt book about a chapter of American history - the decades-long migration of black citizens 
who fled the South in search of a better life - that goes untold. It will surely evoke a gamut of emotions that will cause 
you to have to take a break or compel you to keep turning the pages. Joe Skiffer, Assistant Director of Athletics 
 
Other Nonfiction 
The Tree by John Fowles 
The Tree describes humanity's separation from nature as a result of our close scientific examination of it. Fowles uses 
the metaphor of the tree to describe our appropriate relationship to nature. I can't think of a reading that has had 
more impact on students. Greg Monfils, English & History 
 
Everything and More: A Compact History of Infinity by David Foster Wallace 
In his characteristic ambitious style, DFW tells the story of how mathematicians have struggled to understand the 
infinite. Smart, challenging, and rewarding, Everything and More brings readers the bizarre and fascinating world of 
higher mathematics. Scott Nelson, Math 
 
Photography Changes Everything by Marvin Heiferman  
An exploration of the extent to which our lives have been impacted through our interactions with photography, this 
compilation examines the history, practice and power of photography at this moment in visual culture. Kelli Yon, Art 


